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On the Application of Particularly Sensitive Sea Area
System in South China Sea

MA ] inxing]

(1. Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100720 China)

Abstract: Particularly Sensitive Sea Area system ( PSSAs) aims to realize marine environment protection
through regulating international shipping activities. It is one of Marine Environment Protection regimes lead—
ing by IMO vyet it is different from other relative Marine Protection regimes. South China Sea ( SCS) falls
in with PSSA standards. In the view of current maritime disputes in SCS there are advantages and disad-
vantages on PSSAs” application in SCS. However the advantages far outweigh the disadvantages in this
case. As IMO Membership and a SOLAS participant China should take a hand on PSSAs” application in
SCS which promoted by Philippines Malaysia Indonesia and Viet Nam from the view of holding interna—
tional discourse power in regional environment management and accumulating political mutual trust. Follow—
ing to IMO relevant legal documents China should take the bilateral and multilateral way together choose
suitable application ways and measures and safeguard China’s legitimate rights and interests in SCS.

Key words: PSSA; cooperation in SCS; environment governance; international discourse power; interim

arrangement pending maritime delimitation



