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On the International Legislation Development of

Maritime Safety Investigation and Its Enlightenment

Ma Jinxing

(Institute of Law, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100720, China)

Abstract; Maritime safety investigation is an important measure to improve the safety of marine navi-
gation. Under the influence of territorial jurisdiction, there exists an imbalance between coastal state and
flag state jurisdiction in marine safety investigation. The implementation of IMO maritime safety investiga-
tion rule and its amendments accelerates the uniform trend of international maritime safety investigation
legislation, expands the range of countries participating in the investigation, and strengthens the flag
states obligations and seafarers’ human rights protection. As a result of national differences in administra-
tive organization mode and international discourse power loss, China domestic maritime safety investigation
legal systems were not compatible with the international legislation; however, based on pacta sunt senvan-
da, China should amend domestic legislation in accordance with SOLLAS Convention, discriminate between
obligation and safety investigation, coordinate legal conflicts and adjust the content and principles of mari-
time safety investigation, set up semi-independent investigation mechanism, and intensify international co-
operation in related fields.

Key words: maritime safety investigation; pacta sunt senvanda; non-blame principle; limited govern-

ment; international cooperation
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