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10 vienna Agreement for the Protection of Type Faces and their International Deposit

Acrticle 8
Content of protection

(1) Protection of type faces shall confer upon the owner thereof the right to prohibit:

(i) the making, without his consent, of any reproduction, whether identical or slightly modified, intended to
provide means for composing texts by any graphic technique, irrespective of the technical means or material used,

(ii) the commercial distribution or importation of such reproductions without his consent.
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(2) (a) Subject to subparagraph (b), the right defined in paragraph (1) applies irrespective of whether or not the
protected type faces have been known to the maker of the reproduction.

(b) Contracting States in which originality is a condition of protection are not required to apply subparagraph (a).

(3) The right provided for in paragraph (1) shall also cover any reproduction of type faces obtained by the
distortion, by any purely technical means, of the protected type faces, where the essential features thereof remain
recognizable.

(4) The making of elements of type faces, by a person acquiring type faces, during the ordinary course of the
composition of texts, shall not be considered a reproduction within the meaning of paragraph (1)(i).

(5) Contracting States may take legislative measures to avoid abuses which might result from the exercise of the
exclusive right provided under this Agreement in cases where, apart from the protected type faces in question, no
other type faces are available in order to achieve a particular purpose in the public interest. The legislative
measures shall not, however, prejudice the right of the owner to just remuneration for the use of his type faces. Nor
shall the protection of type faces under any circumstances be subject to any forfeiture either by reason of failure to
work or by reason of the importation of reproductions of the protected type faces.
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1 UK Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988

Typefaces

54 Use of typeface in ordinary course of printing

(2) It is not an infringement of copyright in an artistic work consisting of the design of a typeface—
(a) to use the typeface in the ordinary course of typing, composing text, typesetting or printing,
(b) to possess an article for the purpose of such use, or

(c) to do anything in relation to material produced by such use;

and this is so notwithstanding that an article is used which is an infringing copy of the

work.

2 hitp://www.hklii.org/hk/legis/ch/ord/528/s62.html .
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13 Traditionally, type fonts have been generated by solid blocks from which each
letter or symbol was produced. Consequently, the USPTO has historically granted
design patents drawn to type fonts. USPTO personnel should not reject claims for
type fonts under 35 U.S.C. 171 for failure to comply with the "article of manufacture"
requirement on the basis that more modern methods of typesetting, including

computer—generation, do not require solid printing blocks.
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