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The Evolution of Ancient Supervision System in China:
From Complex System to Simplex System
ZHANG Sheng
(Institute of Law of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100720)

Abstract: Chinese Ancient supervision system originated from the Western Zhou
Dynasty and shaped up in the Qin and Han Dynasty. The system went through three stages:
the separation of Tai and Jian(Yushitai and imperial censors), the interaction between Tai and
Jian, and the combination of Tai and Jian. The supervision system includes the Yushi system
and imperial censors system. The Yushi system involves inspection tour and redressing while
imperial censors system involves expostulation and objection. These two system supplement
each other so that the powers could be restricted. When imperial censors system weakened and
even mixed with Yushi system, the supervision system became less effective in general. This
article involves research about evolution of different supervision systems and further analysis
about where the authority and effectiveness of the system are from, as well as searching for the
causes that make ideas and functions of the system evolve.

Key Words: Supervision System; Yushitai; Imperial Censor; Complex System; Simplex
System (FT1EHRE . TFHR)
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