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Tang Code: Integration of Normative Techniques, Legal

Structure and Concept of Balanced Governance
Zhang Sheng

Abstract: Tang Code (Tang Lii) contains five hundred articles and follows the structure

and format of the previous Sui Code. It has been seen as an improved and bettered version

with more matured normative techniques and an embodied concept of balanced governance

and justice. Legislatures at that time made use of a legislative technique categorization to in-

clude similar stipulations in the same article. Other techniques like omission, citation, and

mathematical calculation were also employed to reduce the number of words and sentences

and offer a concise and neat version of criminal code. The author of this article uses a method

of normative technical analysis, indicating that the Tang Code is first and foremost an inde-

pendent criminal law system, which is supposed to punish criminal offenders in a just man-

ner. On the other hand, the Tang Code also reflects a concept of balanced governance em-

bodied in the whole legal system. It is regarded as a series of symbols of value for combating

criminal behaviors in violation of orders (ling), rules and standards (ge) and norms (shi) .

The Tang Code is a result of deliberate design of top legislators, which has realized integra-

tion of substantial norms and standards, legal system and the concept of justice by emplo-

ying thoughtful normative techniques.

Keywords: Tang Code; normative technique; legal system
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