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The Formulation of the Code of Republic of China:
Organization and Operation of Compund Legislative Body
Zhang Sheng

Abstract: With its well reputed institutional quality and legislative efficiency the Civil Code of the
Republic of China ( hereinafter referred to as “the PR Civil Code™”) was a huge success in the legislation
of the Nanjing KMT Government. On its appearance the PR Civil Code was enacted by what is seemingly
cumbersome “composite legislatures”: the Central Executive Committee of KMT resolved on the legisla—
tive principles of all parts of the civil code through political councils so that its political orientation was
directed; the Civil Law Drafting Committee affiliated to the Parliament ( li fayuan) took charge of drafi—
ing all parts of the civil code; the Legislative Committee of the Parliament deliberated and resolved on
such drafts; and all parts of the civil code upon the resolutions of the Legislative Committee of the Par—
liament were then issued and promulgated by the KMT Government. In the operation of such “composite
legislatures” several individuals have played significant roles among whom are Hu Hanming and Shi
Shangkuan. Hu ensured the political orientation of the PR Civil Code in coordinating the efficient opera—
tion of the four institutions and Shi with his mastery of law provided systematic theoretical support in
drafting the legislative principles of all parts of the civil code as well as all the articles thereof and desig—
ning of the structure of the civil code.

Keywords: the PR Civil Code; compound legislative body; Hu Hanming; Shi Shangkuan
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