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Social Assistance System in China: Problems, Trend and Legal Improvement
Xie Zengyi

Abstract: Although China has established the legal framework of social assistance there are still
some problems. The problems include the lack of the widely accepted concepts of social assistance
fragmentation in the social assistance system lack of clear standards for the targets and benefit level of
social assistance and the imperfection of basic rules. In terms of international practice there are the
following features and trends in social assistance system. Social assistance system as a countermeasure for
antipoverty has been paid increasingly more importance; one of the objectives of social assistance is to
pursue the bottomine fairness; more emphasis has been placed on the combination of state assistance
and individual development; central and local governments have different roles and cooperate with each
other in social assistance; the programs of social assistance are more and more complex and the related
laws and regulations are more sound. In light of the above and China’s practice the Social Assistance
Law should be enacted as soon as possible which should establish the reasonable structure of social
assistance implement the principles of the integration of urban and rural areas and the combination of
state assistance and individual development so as to improve the basic system of social assistance and
establish the safety network for poor people through rule of law.

Keywords: Social Assistance; Social Assistance Law; Minimum Living Guarantee Program;

Medical Assistance; Temporary Assistance
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