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mediaries guarantors or mediator but the studies for the formation of these functions mechanism and cultural
factors were not enough. In the Chinese traditional society through the network of the relative composition you
can see the abstract contract relationship is actually a concrete interpersonal relationship. The guarantee func—
tion of Chinese traditional culture and the concept of the Chinese traditional private law can be understood. In
the transaction this man — made “acquaintances relationship "which emphasizes morality can be used to protect
a contractual relationship. The abstract contractual relationship in the interpersonal relationship network be—
comes specific. Every parties in the contract relationship access to safe. The phenomenon of zhongren general—
ly existing in the contract in fact is the embodiment of Chinese culture in the specific system displaying that

the Chinese culture molds the order of the private law.

Zhongren and the Contract Order of Ming and Qing Dynasties

Wang Shuaiy

KeyWords: Zhongren; Contract; Chinese Culture; Acquaintance Relationship; Private Law Order
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Abstract: In previous studies zhongren in the Chinese traditional contract was usually described as inter—



