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Ex Injuria Non Oritur Jus

WANG Keju'

(1. Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100720 China)

Abstract: According to international law in practice treaties and international customs are regarded as main
source of law. At the same time principles of law generally accepted by members of international society
namely general principles of law are also source of international law. Ex injuria non oritur jus( Illegal action
breeds no right) is a general principle of law applicable to the international law. According to this principle law
— breakers gain nothing. Any actions in violation of the international law should be ineffective. Diaoyu Islands
are historically inherent territory of China. Japan usurps Diaoyu Islands under the pretext of “terra nullius” its
illegal and ineffective according to international law. According to Cairo communiqué Potsdam Declaration and
Japan’ s Announcement of Surrender Japan should return Diaoyu Island ( now usurped) return to China togeth—
er with Taiwan; U.S. handing to Japan the administration power over Diaoyu islands is ineffective. It won’t
change China’ s sovereignty over Diaoyu Islands. Therefore Japan’s purchase is all illegal and ineffective.

Key words: international law; general principle of law; territory sovereignty; Diaoyu Islands



