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Abstract  The evolution of the treatment of prisoners of war reflects the development of human civ-
ilization. The principle of humane treatment of the prisoners of war has been provided for since the first
codification of the laws of war. With the passage of the time the connotation of this principle and the vari-
ous specific rules derived from it have been continuously substantiated and developed. The 1949 Geneva
Conventions which embody the existing international law on the treatment of prisoners of war not only
are binding on the state parties but also have become customary international laws that have universal bind-

ing force. The detaining powers have the ultimate responsibility for the fate of the prisoners of war in their

hands.
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