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TheW ay to Rule-of-law n New China:
A Review of CivilLaw h a History of 56 Y ear s

1 . 2
RAN Hao, DU L i-hong
(1 Law School, Peking U niversity, Beijing 100871;
2 History Deparment, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: By the Third Plenary Session of the Central Committee of the 11th Party Congress in
1978 and the 14th Party Congress in 1992, we can divide the development of Chinese Civil Lav into 3
phass The first, fran 1949 o 1978, isa budding phase, inwhich the old civil lav systen was bro-
ken while the new one didn't came into existence asa wubstitution The second, fran 1978 o 1992, is
a trandtional phase, inwhich the very rights and rulesof the civil lav were explored, bringing forth
the General Principles of Civil Lav. The third, fram 1992 till now, is a progerous phase, inwhich
full-scale civil lav science has been re-established, and the legidation of civil lavs became very pros
perous, with the fledgingCivil Codein replacament of General Principles of Civil Law. Fram this tran-
sition, we can clear get the message that the Chinese legal systan undemvent a process fran rule by
man © rule of law.
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