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Abstract  Based on the fact that in many cases unreasonably severe punishments have been im-
posed on women victims of domestic violence who have killed their abusive husbands the author analyzes
the social economic cultural and other relevant factors that have led to such killings and points out that
according to the principle of proportionality such acts should not be considered as capital crime and no
death penalty should be imposed on such women. The author further analyzes various existing legal ap-
proaches to the crimes committed by women victims of domestic violence and puts forward her own sugges-
tion namely to include in the General Provisions of the Criminal Law clauses on' grounds for elimination of

liability” of' grounds for reducing liability” which can be applied where there is no or little probability of

anticipation.
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