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The Reshuffling of Administration Areas Should be Set on a Legal Track

MO Ji-hong
(Law Institute of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100720 China)

Abstract: Currently many places in China are undertaking a reshuffle of administrative areas. Given such a fact

the reshuffling of administrative areas should be observed by “the principle of three organic unities”. Particular
importance should be attached to the precedence of law over policies when administrative areas are being
reshuffled. While reshuffling administrative areas transparency should be increased by soliciting a wide range of
opinions from the public. The affairs concerning citizens’ rights should deserve special attention. To further
standardize the reshuffling of administrative areas the National People’ s Congress and local people’ s congresses
should exercise their respective decision-making power on major issues so as to provide guidance in the process.
TheLlaw of the People’ s Republic of China on the Division of Administrative Areas or The Law of PRC on the
Reshuffling of Administrative Areas should be formulated and promulgated in due time so that the reshuffling of
administrative areas can set off on a legal track. Also attached to this article is a draft of The Law of PRC on the
Administrative Division (the proposed edition) which may serve as a catalyst for the academic community to
probe into the subject.

Key words: administrative areas; administrative division; the reshuffling of administrative areas; the principle of

three organic unities; rule of law



