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A Review on the AJIL’s Special Series on the South China Sea
LUO Huan - xin

Abstract: On Oct. 29 2015 the Permanent Court of Arbitration at The Hague made an arbitration a—
ward on the jurisdiction of the " Arbitration Case over the South China Sea" filed by the Philippines which
has made the South China Sea dispute increasingly complex. Dating back to the same month of 2013 when
the Philippines unilaterally proposed the arbitration proceeding the American Journal of International Law
(AJIL) issued a special series ( Agora) on the South China Sea in which those articles have deeply dis—
cussed the South China Sea issue from different perspectives indicating sharply contrasting opinions be-
tween the Western and Chinese scholars. The critical views against China’s position can be summarized to
be rather consistent with the arbitration claims of the Philippines and highly similar to views reflected in the
Special Report made by the U. S. State Department namely the Limits of the Seas China: Maritime
Claims in the South China Sea issued on the Dec. 5 2014. The academic influence of the AJIL is world —
widely recognized but unfortunately this special series have not been particularly analyzed and studied do-
mestically.
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