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The United Nations and the Maintenance of International Peace and Security
Li Dongyan (4)

[ Abstract] The year 2015 marks the 70th anniversary of the United Nations (UN).
Since the establishment of the UN, many studies have attempted to evaluate the role
of the UN in the field of peace and security. This paper reviewed and discussed the
role of the UN, as well as China’s participation in this area from China’s perspective.
In those 70 years, although there have been a lot of skepticism and criticism against
the UN, the important role of the UN cannot be denied, especially in aspects of good
offices, peacekeeping operations, promotion of international law and international
norms, and coordination of different actors. After the Cold War, the UN’s concepts
and functions of peace and security have been changed. New tasks such as preventive
diplomacy, peace enforcement, peace-building, and responsibility to protect, have be-
come an integrated part of the UN peace operations. After the reform and opening up,
China has gradually expanded its participation in the United Nations and been commit-
ted to make a greater contribution. Although the role of the UN is limited and contro-
versial, the UN remains an indispensable player in dealing with new threats to global
security and enhancing global security.
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[ Abstract] Based upon the experience achieved in and lessons leamned from the two
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World Wars, the United Nations (UN) was established to promote peace, development
and human rights as its basic tasks. The UN Charter laid down the purpose and prin-
ciples on the respect and promotion of human rights for the UN and its Member
States. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights details the international human
rights content in the Charter systematically. From the International Covenant on Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, to other UN core human rights Conventions, the human rights provisions in
both the Charter and the Declaration are clarified and legalized. Meanwhile, the UN
continuously strengthens the human rights implementation mechanism. Advocating for
human rights is the trend of the UN reform and development. China was the Member
of the UN Human Rights Council when it was founded and was recently re-elected in
2013 by a large majority vote. China is increasingly participating in the UN human
rights institutions. Both the UN and the Member States including China should promote
the human rights exchanges and cooperation constructively in line with the UN Charter
and international law.

[Key Words] United Nations, human rights, human rights mechanism, international
human rights law
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Evolution of the UN Development Agenda and China’s Participation
Xu Qiyuan Sun Liangying (43)

[ Abstract] Development has been an important task of the UN since its foundation. In

1980s, development concept was expanded to “sustainable development”, based on
which economy, society and environment have become three pillars for the development
agenda. In 2005, summarized by Kofi Atta Annan, development, together with peace
and human rights, has become the three pillars of the UN work. Development concept
has evolved in these two dimensions with its respective three pillars in different peri-

ods. China has achieved great accomplishment in development, and is capable of and
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