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Reflections on the Mechanism of Urban Community Participation
LIU Xiao—mei

Abstract: Although participatory democracy is much acclaimed for its protective, educational and integrative func-
tions. The concept of participation has many layers of connotation ranging from "decision-making" to ""being present",
each with functions and extent different from others. Urban community participation in China constitutes a mode of com-
munity governance while, at the same time, has also been incorporated into the construction of state political power at the
grassroots level. This duality of function has given rise to many problems in the practice of community participation, in-
cluding passiveness of participation, insufficiency in political participation, lack of the consciousness of participation, and
low degree and low-efficiency of participation. In amodern system of state governance, citizens' will and capacity of par-
ticipation can be enhanced only through the adoption of laws and regulations and the improvement of the community par-

ticipation mechanism.

Keywords: community; participation; legal safeguard
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