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On Character of Freedom of Information

Liu Xiaomei

(China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing 100088)

Abstract: Have different definitions to the character of freedom of information, including the
fourth estate theory, the social power theory, the public freedom theory, the social rights theory,
the public rights theory and collective rights theory, institutional right theory. Different
from freedom of speech, freedom of information is an institutional right that purposed on
guaranteeing the news medium to carry out the functions of democratic participation and
supervision to the government

Keyword: freedom of information supervising function institutional right
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