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The Important Progress of the Death Penalty Reform
in the Perspectire of the Amendment ( IX) to China Criminal Law
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Abstract: The Amendment ( IX) to the Criminal Law on the basis of reducing by 13 the
number of crimes subject to the death penalty through the Amendment ( VIII) has further reduced
the number by 9; moreover the Amendment ( IX) unlike the Amendment ( VIII) which had only
reduced the number of crimes subject to the death penalty in economic and non — violent crimes

has reduced the number of crimes subject to the death penalty in military and non — serious violent

crimes. Meanwhile the Amendment ( IX) has also raised the standard for applying death penalty to

the criminals sentenced to death with reprieve established the system for recount of the period of re—

prieve and modified the absolutely definite death penalty in crimes of kidnapping embezzlement and

bribery into relatively definite death penalty. All these measures mentioned above not only expand the

horizons but also provide a positive signal for China’s reform of death penalty on the way.

Keywords: crimes subject to the death penalty; standard for applying death penalty to the

criminals sentenced to death with reprieve; absolutely definite death penalty
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