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Origin and Historical Development of the Social Security Rights

LIU Cuixiao
(Institute of Law, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, China 100720)

Abstract: Social security rights are statutory, and its origin is closely related with that of social security
system in a certain sense, for which there are different academic views. Historically speaking, with the
Second World War as a watershed, the development of social security rights can be divided into two stages,
the system before the Second World War is called early social security system, and the one after the Second
World War is called modern social security system. The social security system in China includes social
insurance system, social system of preferential treatment, social welfare system and social relief system, with
the social insurance system as the core of the four projects. Since China adopted dual economic and social
structure through separation of urban and rural areas, the social security of the two introduced different
institutional arrangements. So it is an important issue of national and social life to have a study on how to
build the social security legal system with Chinese characteristics so as to better protect people’s rights to
social security.
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