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The Basic Theoretical Problem of Social Security Rights

LIU Cuixiao
(Institute of Law, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, China 100720)

Abstract: Social security right is the one based on certain values, with which a nation empowers its citizens
through legislation. It has the following meaning: when people are in risk of life, such as old age, sickness,
disability, unemployment and poverty, which leads to income interruption, they have the right to obtain
material assistance from the state. The theoretical basis of it is the theory of free will, liberal theory,
democratic socialist theory, Marxist theory and theory on human rights, on which different patterns and legal
system of social security are formed. Social security system has several functions, such as reducing social
poverty, maintaining social stability, stimulating domestic demand and promoting stable economic
development, etc. Affected by many factors, it is not only statutory and universal, but also positive and
justiciable.
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