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Rule of Law in China in Transition §

Li Buyun / Honorary Member, Research Fellow, Research Institute of Law, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.

Abstract : Rule of law is China’s basic national strategy with a progressive Chinese characteristics. The
starting point of China’s rule of law should be the Third Plenum of the 11th CPC in 1978. Rule of law is the
objective requirement of the market economy, an important condition for democracy, an important symbol of
human civilization and the fundamental guarantee of China’s long — term peace and stability. Construction of

a legal state is connected with the economic-system reform and the change of ideas, which is a long-term process.

Humanity Foundation of Rule of Law 15

Liu Bin / Professor, Executive President of Humanities School, China University of Political Science and Law.

Abstract : This paper discusses the relationship between rule of law and humanity and demonstrates that
humanity is the basis of achieving rule of law from the following three aspects: the connotation of humanity and
human rights; why realization of rule of law can not be divorced from humanity and how achievement of rule of
law conforms to humanity. The article thinks that law is a system of rules based on the humanity demand and puts
forward the following points: human being is the prerequisite and the reason that law comes into being; human
being is the basis that law exists, evolves and develops; humanity determines the purpose and value orientation
of law; punishment of illegality and crime can not become the theme and purpose of legislation. The article also
believes that humanity of legislation, humanization of justice and civilization of law enforcement is the only way

rule of law conforms to humanity. ‘

On Scientific Laws 28

Li Xingmin / Professor of Scientific Philosophy, Graduate School, Chinese Academy of Sciences.

Abstract : This paper explores and demonstrates in detail the denotations, nature and generating process of
scientific laws. It then ends in investigation into such a question: are scientific laws inherent in nature or invented

by humans?

A Defense on the Denotations of Shengzhi in the Section of Five Virtues in Chu Slips 38

Zhao Fasheng / Doctor Candidate, Graduate School, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.

Abstract : The important position that the virtues of Shengzhi (saint and wise) occupy in laying the
theoretical basis for the section of Five Virtues in Guodian Chu slips has gained unanimous recognition among
scholars. However, up to now, divergent opinions have still stayed held on the interpretations of the two virtues
in the academic circle. The major problem arising from current interpretations is that they tend to comprehend
Shengzhi from one sole angle while neglecting the multiple denotations that this pair of concept has. It is then put
forward in this paper that Shengzhi have three-folded denotations in metaphysical, cognitive and psychological
senses, which are integrated in a relation of “non-contradictory but mutually supporting” and thus reflects the

distinct features of the denotations of Shengzhi in the section of Five Virtues in Chu slips.
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