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Guiding Law Practice Education with Clinical Law Education: Feasibility and System Design

JI Xiang-de
(Chinese Local Records Guidance Group Office, Beijing 100021, P. R. China)

Abstract: For a long period. the unbalance between the supply of law education and the demand on
legal practices hasn’t been solved effectively. The reason is not because there is no top-level design,
but for the top-level design is excessive and disordered. There have also been some explorations to
this unbalance, but disorganized. In the reform on methods of building practical ability of law
students, the clinical law education shows more and more vitality, and is gradually entering law
education system of law schools and research institutions. Such law education is developing in the
directions of mainstream, standardization, and internationalization. It has formed a clinical law
education model with Chinese characteristics and will contribute to the formation of Chinese law
theories, using Chinese methods. and solve Chinese issues. It is time to fully promote clinical law
education with Chinese characteristics in the reform on law education system. The clinical law
education should be considered as one of the main courses and a compulsory course of law education,
in which the teaching objects should be expanded to both undergraduates and graduates of law,
assessment methods should be changed from the soft assessment system to a compulsory assessment
system, and the teaching group for clinical legal education should also be changed from the single-
teacher type to a double-qualified teachers’ type.

Keywords: Judicial Reform, Legal Education Reform, Clinical Legal Education
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