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[Abstract] In ancientwestem scieties because of the principle of immunity of the husband” suppor-
ted by notions of* wife’ s canmiment” and® prevention of retaliation by wife”, the concept of* marital rgpe”
had no place in crminal lav theory Sincemid and late 20th century, against the background of industrial revo-
lution, a feminist movament of unprecedented scale and intensity has svept through Europe, taking the equality
of political, econamic and sexual rights betveen man andwaman asitsgoal A sa reault, people began o ques
tion the justification of the principle of* immunity of the husband”. TheUK, theUS, Gemany, France, Italy
and many other western countries have abandoned the principle of* exception for the husand” and provided in
their criminal laws that husband could be the aubject of the crime of rgpe  In China, scholars and judicial offi-
cials are divided anong thenselveson the issue of marital rgpe The author puts foward the doctrine of“ cou-
pling betveen rights and obligations’ as a theoretical starting point for the criminalization of marital rgpe
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