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Abstract  Smoke-free legislation that bans smoking in public places has long been regar—
ded as one of the most effective ways to protect the health of the public from exposure to second—
hand smoke. The adoption of the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control in 2003 actually
spurred a wave of smoke-free laws worldwide. Ever since then the world has witnessed an in-
creasing number of 100% smoke-ree countries and regions. In most developed countries and re—
gions the enforcement of smoke-ree laws is quite good and that is the case in a few developing
countries too. We can draw useful lessons from experiences in relation to smoke-free legislation
and enforcement worldwide which may be conducive to the protection against the harmful effects
of second-hand smoke and the effective enforcement of smoke-ree legislation in China. Thought
there is a rapid development of smoke-free legislation in the mainland of China yet it needs im-
provement both in the level of hierarchy and contents. Moreover the poor enforcement of the law
remains an extremely difficult problem to be resolved. Only with the central government” s political
will to control tobacco in a comprehensive way can the mainland extricate itself from the long pre—
dicament in which smoke-ree regulations are strong at local levels but they are weak or ineffective

in enforcement.
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