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W andering at the M argin of L aw:
The Concept Plight and Future of Public Interest L itigation in China

HUANG Jin- rong

( Institute of Lav, CASS Beijng 100720)

Abstract Public interest litigation is a type of lawvsuit nitated for the protecton of public nterest A

public interest litigation case shoul be nitated by cwil society for the protection of pub lic interestw hich can

be pursued thwugh the nd vidual lawsuit Public nterest litgation ams to pranote pub lic nterest through ir

dividual lavsuit making the lav suit an effective tool to facilitate public nterest U nder the guidance of nstrur

mentalisn of lawsuif pub lic interest litgaton d iffers dram atically w ith ordnary lavsuits either n tems ofams

and means or n lems of contents and fomalities Chnese courls are not actve n adm itting and adjud cating

public interest litization cases at present In order to change this situation canpletely, it is necessary to loose

the restrant on legal standing in legslation in the long run However even under current law, tere is aw ide

range of space for the deve bpment of public nterest litigation as long as such activities can be supported politr

cally by the central governm ent and the Supren e Court
Key words public interest litigation pub lic nteresf margn of bw; manstrean ing
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