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The Logic of A ction in Petitioning for Public Luterest

Huang Jin— rong
( Institute of Lav, CASS Beijng 100720)

Abstract Petitionng to the state oans concemned for the canparability review of laws and regulations
has been an mportant forn of public nterest law actbns br the civil sociely to pranote legal refom in China
n the last decade Since quite a bt of petitions concern mapr issues such as enforcem ent of constitutbnal
rights and are often made public through media such legal actons can easily be politicized The concemn of
politics m akes the cam petent central authorities take a passwe attitude tow ards any fomal response to the petr
toners which makes the petitioners are even more dependenton themedia in advocating their petitions H ow-
ever the practices of sane local authorities nmak ng fomal response to the petitioners show that the good ir
teractbn betw een the authorities and petitioners is also possble once the authorities are relieved of political

concems

Key words petitbn for public nterest canparability review, tactics for action
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