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The Enamy of theLegalists in Pre - Qin Era The Nomative
Theory on Ruling the Country through the L av

HE Hai - ren

(Chinese A cadamy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100720)

Absgtract: The vievsof the legalists in pre - Qin era has long been regarded as the opposite of the ideal of
modern rule of lav and thus became the targets of attack when Chinese scholars talk of the origin and ideal of
rule of lav. The distinction made by modem Chinese legal scholars betveen such concepts as " rule of law"
and " rule by lav", " ruling the country in accordance with the lav" and " ruling the country through the
lav" , aswell as" fomal and superficial rule of lav" and " substantive and deep rule of lav" neglects the cul-
tural continuity of the thoughtsof rule of lav although it aggravates the attack on the legalistsin pre - Qin Era
A s amatter of fact, the basic position of the legalists in pre - Qin Era on " taking the country as a country"
and " ruling the country through the lav" not only gave the first voice of legal positivisn, but al® laid founda-
tion for the theory of rulingwith single nom and that of rulingwith multi nomsover human behavior

Key W ords Legalists in Pre- Qin Era; Rule of Law; MultiNoms Ruling in A coordance with Rules



