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On the Legislation of China’s Low Carbon Agriculture

—A Comparative Perspective

HE Jing+ing
( Institute of International Law Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100720 China)

Abstract: The sharp increase of carbon emissions from the agricultural sector in recent decades indicates that it is high
time to decarbonize China’s agriculture before it is too late. However China’s green agriculture is developing very
slowly with one of the key reasons being China’s lack of legal basis to guide the decarbonisation of China‘s agriculture.
To change the current disadvantaged legal situation this paper explores the design of China’s first low carbon agriculture
law by learning from developed countries” experiences and lessons. More specifically it examines the cases of Australia

Germany and the US regarding their legal efforts of establishing a low-carbon-agriculture-enabling environment. By
learning the experiences of those western countries and taking into consideration the characteristics of China’s agriculture
sector this paper makes tentative suggestions on the design of China’s first low carbon agriculture law.
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