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Abstract  In Germany abuse control of dominant companies has been embodied in law since the Act
against Restraints of Competition entered into force in 1958. Abuse control applies to not only large companies that
dominate the market but also enterprises with relatively strong economic position. Besides the Law regulates not
only private enterprises but also government’ s acts of purchase and supply. Currently the prohibition on the abuse
of dominant market position especially applies to network-based industries such as telecommunication postal ser-
vice railway and electricity. The objective of abuse control is to keep markets open and ensure competition which
is the most effective instrument to achieve optimum market results ie. quality service and low prices for customers

in a cost-efficient way and by using resources economically.
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