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Taking International Law Seriously. An Empirical Investigation

Based on Constitutional Texts of All Asian States
Dai Ruijun

Abstract: The relationship between international law and national law  practically refers to the issue how
international law is implemented domestically. It also reflects a State’s attitude towards her international
obligations. Answers to this question usually can be found in constitutional law. Most Asian States give
answers to this question in their constitution from the following aspects: general attitude towards
international law whether international law constituting an integral part of domestic legal system what is
the hierarchical status of international law comparing with national law and how international law is
implemented domestically. Although constitutional provisions are infinitely varied in wording and in the
ways giving effect to international law one can still notice a clear tendency behind this variety: most
countries choose to make definite commitment to their international obligations; and give primacy of
international law especially international human rights law over national law. This tendency sets up a
good example for those individual States which are hesitate to answer the question in their constitution.

Keywords: Relationship between International Law and National Law  Constitution Treaty

Domestic Implementation
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