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Analysis about the Modes of Adjusting the Numbering of

Provisions in a Law during its Revision
Chen Su

Abstract: Revision of a law is almost always accompanied by the adjustment of the numbering of provi-
sions in the law. In its legislative practice, China basically adopts the mode of renumbering of all provi-
sions in a law during its revision. However, this mode has serious drawbacks: it can easily lead to such
problems as unnecessary chain revisions of the relevant laws, technical omissions resulting from the revi-
sion of laws, disruption of the collective memories of the legal community, and impediment to the smooth
reading of the existing legal literature. Therefore, adopting an appropriate mode of adjusting the numbers
of provisions in a law in light of the deletion or supplementation of provisions during its revision is a legis-
lative technique that can have significant social effects.

Keywords:revision of law numbering of provisions in a law rate of deletion and supplementation of

provisions during the revision of a law
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