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[ Abstract] Theidea of tolerance hasits sourcein religion. TheBible, Koran, and the teachings
of Confucianism and Buddhism all containinherent and profound idea of tolerance. The politicalization
and legalization of religious tolerance mainly started in the 17th century through the advocating by
Locke, Bayle and other scholars, and wasfinally embodied in the U. S. Constitution and its amend-
ments. However , thisis not the case in Idamic countries and China, where the practice of tolerance
badcally remains at the religious level only. Thisis one of the basic reasons for the essential differ-
encesin political , legal and other fields between China and Islamic countries on the one hand and the
Western countries on the other. It’ salso the main reason that religioustoleranceis still in need of sec-
ularization in China and Ilamic countries.
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