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China’ sL egidative Problan s of Environmental PublicW elfare Suits
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Absdtract: It isin the USA that citizen auitsoriginate, whose decided cases act a very mportant ole in the de-
velopment of the regme Since the U nited N ations Conference on Envirorment and D evelopment 1992, many chan-
ges have taken place in the technical apectsof the envirormental citizen wits case lav, such asmethods o realize
the litigation am, proper plaintiffs, requiranentsof right © sue, jurisdiction of the court, clams, and atorneys
participation Camparatively, relevant Chinese lawvs lag behind S it isurgent for us o improve China’ s legislation
conceming citizen wits In statutory framework, we should not only anend the Constitution, the Enviormental Pro-
tection Act, the Civil Procedural Act and the Criminal Procedural Act, but al$ revise enviormental regulations and
improve judicial interpretations The scope of citizen wits, requirements of litigants, preconditions, procedural
rules claims and modes and conditions of production of evidence should be gecified W e should not only affim
citizens enviormental right, afford more protection against envimormental damage, and extend the scope in which
cial asociations and individualswithout direct interest may have right o sue, but al® admit intervening action,
establish envimmmental public prosecution systen and adopt a fee standard favorable 1 participation and representa-
tion of attbrneys
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