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General Account of the Breakthrough and Development of theResearch on
the Theory of Requidtesto Congtitute Environmenta Crimina Liability

CHANG Ji-wen
(Law Ingtitute, Hunan Norma Universty , Changsha, Hunan 410081, China)

Abstract :With a utilitarianistic goa of protecting the environmenta rights and interestsof al the members
inthe ciety and improving the social welfare of the maority ,many countries have acknowleged the subject
theory of environmenta crimina liability for the crime of lega person ,even unit ,and the theory of no-fault or
strict environmental crimina liability. In the agpect of subject theory of environmenta crimind liability ,the main
theories,such as theory of environmental elements,theory of social management system ,theory of environmental
rights, and theory of complex right , are adopted al over the world. In our country the theory of wocia
managenent system, now ,is relatively ripe theoretically and feadble in practice. Under the guidance of the
principles’, prevention firs”and ocia justice,” the object theories,such as behavorial offense, potentia damage
offense and causdity reasoning ,are introduced to the field of environmental crimimal liability in some countries.

Key words: environmental crimina liability; requistes to constitute; subject ; subjective agect ; object ;
objective agect
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