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The Harm, Causes and Legal Prevention of the Continuous Low—price

Competition in the E-commerce Express Industry

Hao Jun—qi
(Institute of Law, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100720, China)

Abstract: The express delivery industry, the important component of modern service industry, is a modern and pioneering
industry that promotes the transformation of distribution modes and the upgrading of consumption. The rapid development of
China’ s express industry cannot be separated from the strong drive of e—commerce. In recent years, the continuous low—price
competition and even the dumping below the cost have become a major problem restricting the healthy development of the e—
commerce express industry. The continuous low— price competition has many harms, which leads the e— commerce express
industry into the dilemma of “involution”, causes resource misallocation and waste, distorts the fair competition mechanism,
damages the interests of consumers, squeezes the labors’ income, aggravates economic inequality, and deviates from the social
and economic goal of inclusive growth. Although the COVID- 19 epidemic has played a catalytic role in the price war, the
continuous low— price competition is fundamentally driven by a series of structural factors, including the highly overlapping
network layout of express delivery, the tendency of service homogenization, heavy reliance on e—commerce platforms’ business
flow, and the strong entry of new competitors. It is of urgent necessity to form systematic and long—term legal measures to
prevent and control the continuous low—price competition in the e-commerce express delivery industry. To this end, we should
use both the promoting and restricting legal norms, find out the problems in existing laws and regulations, and explore the legal
way to prevent low—price competition. On the one hand, it is necessary to accelerate the formulation of the Law on Promotion of
Express Industry , guide the optimization and transformation of the supply side structure of the e-commerce express industry , and
eliminate the structural incentives that lead express enterprises to continue to fall into low—price competition; on the other hand,
efforts should be made to improve standard configuration, activate institutional functions, strengthen collaborative governance,
and establish legal prevention and control systems for low— price competition behaviors, such as industry supervision, price
supervision, unfair competition regulation, anti—-monopoly regulation and so on.

Key words: e—commerce express; low—price competition; industry supervision; price supervision; prevention and control
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