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Abstract: Based on the statistics of applications and grants of new plant variety, the paper asserts
that protection of agricultural plant varieties in China has three major characteristics, namely, the amount
of application rises steadily but the grants undulates; the amount of effective plant variety rights increase
continually, but less applications are from non-residents; the amount of enterprise variety rights rises, but the
granted crop varieties highly concentrated. These characteristics indirectly reflect the challenges faced by
China in respect to review and test of plant new varieties; international exchange and utilization of germplasm
resources; and breeding innovation of ornamentals, fruit species and vegetables. The paper proposes four
countermeasures against these challenges, including strengthening protection of original breeding innovation,
strengthening enforcement of New Plant Variety Protection Law, strengthening the construction of technical
support system for plant varieties protection, and strengthening the value of plant varieties protection.
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